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Island View gratitude 
Big thanks to Ms. Wedul at Island View for taking 
time to make personal phone calls to the parents. 
Also huge thanks to all the teachers handing out 
Chromebooks and especially to Cindy Geibig who 
was greeting us with her infectious smile. We miss 
everyone! - The VanRoeyen Family: Evelyn (2nd 
grade) Andrew (1st grade) 
 
Valued co-worker 
A shout out to Anna Zotova for being flexible, 
supportive and a joy to have as a co-worker.  - 
Kristin Dawley, paraeducator  
 
User friendly  
Eli Turaga is in Ms. Meaders' first grade class, and 
we are both so grateful for how much she has done 
to make learning easy and feel normal.  Eli says 
"She is the best teacher! She teaches me lots of 
stuff and I love seeing her on zoom." Ms. Meaders 
has made all of the online resources and lessons 
so easy for us to use! Her video lessons are 
helpful, she's very responsive to emails, and it's 
great knowing we can see her on zoom each 
school day. I can't think of a single thing she could 
have done more to make this any easier for 
parents and students.  We thought she was a great 
teacher before, but her ability to get us prepared 
and going with at-home learning with such short 
notice has really impressed me. 
Thank you, Ms. Meaders! - Marci 
Turaga, parent  
  
Supportive emails 
A shout out to Mrs. Anderson, 
third grade at Fidalgo 
Elementary! Thank you for ALL 
of your supportive emails! We 
really appreciate you! -Jill 
Hixson, parent  
  
Strong planning 
We will like to send our shout out 
to Mrs. Fisher for working so 
hard on planning for her 
students. Sending folders for 
every subject for her class. 
Emailing every week to share 
valuable resources and even 
recordings of her reading books. 
Thank you, Mrs. Fisher!! - Olivia 
Galindo  
  
Thank you, technology team 
A huge THANK YOU to Robert Pohl and the entire 
technology team who worked so hard to get 
computers into the hands of our elementary school 
students. The whole process was extremely well 
organized and completely painless for staff and 
families. Thank you so much for all of your hard 
work and support - your efforts are helping to make 
all of our jobs easier and we deeply appreciate it!  - 
Kelly Cox, teacher 
  
Robert Pohl was an absolute genius in organizing 
the distribution of the chromebooks to all the 
families.It was a joy to be with the volunteers in 
such a safe and sane environment. We enjoyed 
being together and seeing all the families.  Now our 
students have computers! Kudos to Robert for 
making it all happen! - Kris Roney, teacher  
 
Shout out to Robert Pohl for his tireless efforts 
with a great attitude to support staff and families 
during this time. I appreciate his timely responses 
to inquiries and his very helpful how-to videos. 
Thanks for making this hectic transition a little less 
stressful. - Megan Anderson, teacher  
  
I’d like to recognize technology director Robert 
Pohl for his extraordinary effort to distribute laptops 
to our elementary students.  His operations plan 
was flawless, articulate and detailed down to the 
last incidental thought.  Staff from across the 
district came to help and the entire operation went 
off, seemingly without a hitch.  The entire 
technology department deserves a pat on the back 
for their efforts during this crazy, unprecedented 
time. - Cindy Geibig, Island View assistant  

The crew that organized and implemented the 
elementary chromebook handouts are rockstars. It 
was easy peasy for us parents. - Toby Mahar, 
parent  
  
Homeless and foster families 
Huge shout out as always to Nicole Mortimer! All 
this year she has been instrumental in coordinating 
services for homeless and foster families, 
coordinates the Impact program for summer 
learning, and jumped right in to support families 
most in need during the school closure. Nicole is 
an unsung hero in the district and I appreciate her 
every day! - Ian Mayer, school counselor  
  

 
 
Thoughtful touch 
I would love to give a shout out to my daughter 
Nicole's teacher Mrs. McChesney! She has been 
awesome through this difficult time. My husband, 
Nicole and I really appreciate her! All her caring 
and making sure Nicole is getting her assignments, 
and checking in with her! Thank you Mrs. 
McChesney! For all you do! And a big shout out to 
all the teachers for their hard work and 
caring!  Thank you so much! Sincerely, Christina, 
David, and Nicole Coffey  
  
Thanks, coach 
I'd like to give a shout out to Angie Miller, our 
district's amazing math instructional coach. This 
shout out has been a long time coming as Angie 
has done a phenomenal job in aligning our math 
curriculum at the elementary level as well as 
providing us with tools and resources to teach it 
well. Now in our current climate, Angie has done an 
equally amazing job in helping to design and 
launch a virtual school model, from her perspective 
of both an educator and a mother of four children in 
our schools. Thank you, Angie, for your support 
and balanced perspective.- Chad Sage, teacher  
 
 

Providing connection 
I would like to send a shout out to Pat Swapp, AHS 
baseball coach. He has made a special effort to 
provide as much connection and fun as possible for 
the team while spring sports are shut down. Before 
the closure, he arranged for a special presenter, 
Commander David Harris, to speak to the team 
about perseverance through adversity, and he 
organized an intra-team scrimmage where he 
recognized this year's three senior players. Since 
the closure, he has created a Google classroom for 
the boys, and is hosting team Zoom meetings as 
well. This has meant a lot to the boys and their 
families. Thanks Coach! - Kim Dotzauer, parent 
and teacher  
  
Calm in the storm 
Kim Peters is my son's 
second grade teacher at Mt. 
Erie Elementary. She is the 
calm in the storm. Kiddos all 
have unique needs, and 
Mrs. Peters goes above and 
beyond to meet those. Her 
voice does not waver, she 
re-directs, she teaches, she 
creates a lot of space for student needs in her 
room. Now more than ever, I am so impressed with 
how she is reaching out to her class during the 
school closure. She is using technology to provide 
opportunities for students to connect, review 
learning and have enrichment opportunities. I know 
she is doing some of her own learning to make this 
happen. My son was happy to hear the daily read 
aloud, My Father's Dragon, and respond to the 
chapter. Thank you! - Miranda Blake, parent and 
teacher  
  
“School to Go”  
I would like to give a big shout out to Carrie Worra 
for organizing "School-to-Go" to help those families 
receiving Food-to-Go weekend food 
support.  School supplies, crafts and household 
supplies have been delivered to families during the 
COVID-19 school closure.  She established a fund 
through the Anacortes Schools Foundation to 
receive monetary donations, and puts together 
bags in her garage. - Rene Vance, Anacortes 
Schools Foundation president 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Food services  
My shoutout goes - LOUDLY - to the ASD Food 

Services staff, who have been cheerfully packing 
and dispensing as many as 700 meals for Fidalgo 
Island students every weekday since mid-March. 
Bravo! - Arlene Cook, school bus driver 
   
Gratitude to community and staff 
Shout out to a great community of school 
district staff, parents & students all 
encouraging and supporting the 
lockdown/social distancing. It is very nice to 

see their responsibility and 
understanding with the difficult 
COVID-19 crisis! - Lance Pirkle, 
parent  
  
 
ASD Learns 
A shout out to Angie Miller and Michelle 
Murray, our district coaches, for their hard 
work on setting up online and offline 
activities for the ASD Learns site. They have 
worked long hours planning and preparing 
those ideas. Then they have spent hours on 
Zoom meetings and answering hundreds of 
questions from teachers. They have been a 
rock for elementary teachers during this 
unprecedented time. - Danica Almvig, 
teacher  
  
Love to Read 
A huge Shout Out to Island View PTA 
committee chair Christina 
Hansen!  Christina spent the last several 
months completely re-vamping our entire I 

Love to Read Month celebration in March.  Instead 
of a competition to see which students could read 
the most minutes, she turned it into a Love Affair 
with Literature.  Staff members dressed up as Book 
Fairies - complete with wings, tutus, and tiaras - 
and read to students.  Guest readers from the 
community delighted classrooms with their favorite 
children's books.  Students got to guess the books 
from Mystery Book clues.  Students wrote/drew 
about their favorite books and created a "book 
worm" hundreds of feet long on the hallway 
walls.  Randomly drawn students had the 
opportunity to speak about their favorite books over 
the school PA system.  And the entire school - staff 
included - participated in Stop, Drop, and Read at 
various times throughout the month. Thank you, 
Christina, for all the time, effort, and love you 
poured into this special event! - Meg Mourning, 
Island View parent  
  
Steady support  
I am the mother of a fifth grader at Mt. Erie. I won't 
go into details about the hardship that our family is 
experiencing. But I want to bring special attention 
to the kindness, the steady support, and the overall 
relentless effort put out by Mrs. Dunham and Ms. 
Wiech. It has been what has kept us going. - 
Anonymous  
  
Zoom meetings  
Thank you to all teachers and students trying to 
navigate online learning due to our current reality. 
An extra shout out to Kelsey Swapp for providing 
families with daily and weekly activities along with 
Zoom meetings. Mrs. Swapp is genuine and has a 
lot of patience hosting Zoom meetings with 
energetic third graders. I know my son has enjoyed 
seeing his classmates and teacher. - Marci 
Fankhauser, parent and teacher  
 
Key Club 
I’d like to recognize our Key Club Kiwanis Advisor, 
Gib Moore, for his outstanding contributions to our 
club. He just won the Outstanding Kiwanis Advisor 
award at our Pacific Northwest District Convention. 
A huge and well-deserved honor! - Blythe Bassart, 
teacher and key club advisor  
 
 

District staff hand out laptops to families in March, following safety and health guidelines. The 
district’s technology director, Robert Pohl, received high praise for his team’s organization 

  

 


